Upon the last case, I only operated upon the 13th of the present month. The patient is out of bed, and doing well.
In only one of these six cases upon which I have performed this operation, have I had occasion to resort to further interference. In this case, the patient had long been the subject of disease of the tarsus, and, through vain endeavours to avoid operative interference, had become nearly exhausted. The operation afforded complete relief; but as the system of dressing the whole cavity of the wound was abandoned from the first, out of regard to the patient's sensitiveness and weakness, the lines of incision closed, and matter began to bag in the deeper parts of the wound, occasioning pain, and exciting anxieties in the patient's friends lest disease was about to return. I was induced, under these circumstances, to resort to amputation at the ankle-joint, and was thereafter chagrined to find that there was no condition which should not have admitted of sound cicatrization, had the method of dressing the cavity of the wound been rigidly carried out.
